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Thank you for your interest in the wineries of the Lake Michigan Shore Wine Trail.  From the 

Michigan/Indiana state line north to the Kalamazoo River at Saugatuck/Douglas, and from the 

lakeshore east to the vineyards beyond Paw Paw, the countryside contains over 10,000 acres of 

grapes. Discover the world of wine by visiting our wineries and tasting rooms nestled among 

the rolling hills, dunes and inland lakes of southwest Michigan. We are a short ride from our 

harbor towns of New Buffalo, St. Joseph, South Haven and Saugatuck/Douglas/Fennville. Like a 

wine glass, our region holds Lake Michigan like a fine wine.  

 
The famous “lake effect” has a positive influence on the growing season and protects the crops, 

due to the location. The winter season allows water to maintain colder temperatures longer in 

the spring, protecting the plants from late frosts. The warm water temperatures linger in the 

fall, so the grapes benefit from an extended ripening and harvesting period. The combination of 

the surrounding Great Lakes, rolling hills, sand dunes and lake-effect snow protect the vines 

during the cold winter months. The twenty-one (21) wineries and nine (9)  tasting rooms that 

comprise the wine trail are not as well known.  Many of the wineries in the Lake Michigan 

Shore appelation have been recognized by the experts and wine lovers from all over the globe.  

Come and experience the award winning wines and talk to the expert winemakers while 

enjoying the scenic beauty of this region.  All wines produced by the wineries in the Lake 

Michigan Shore Wine Trail are only from grapes grown in the Lake Michigan Shore appellation.  

Thus you taste the agricultural history of this fruit belt and all the components in the grapes 

that are unique to the region.  Michigan wines are receiving increased national attention due to 

the recognition of their quality, and wines from Southwest Michigan are among the best the 

state has to offer. 

 

 

History: 



In 2001, shortly after Karma Vista Vineyards and Contessa Cellars were established, David Braganini of 

St. Julian Winery called a meeting at St. Julian Winery. The purpose of the meeting was to organize the 

wineries located in southwest Michigan and the Lake Michigan Shore AVA in a collaborative effort to 

promote the wines and wineries as part of the tourism in the region.  The founding member wineries 

were: Contessa Wine Cellars, Domaine Berrien Cellars,  Fenn Valley Vineyards Wine Cellar, Karma Vista 

Vineyards & Winery, Lemon Creek Winery, Round Barn Winery, Distillery & Brewery, St. Julian Winery, 

Tabor Hill Winery & Restaurant and Warner Vineyards.  The organization was named Southwest 

Michigan Wine Trail and became a legal entity on February 19, 2002. Later, the group changed its name 

to Lake Michigan Shore Wine Trail to align with the region’s federal designation as the Lake Michigan 

Shore American Viticultural Area (AVA) to strengthen awareness for the wines of this region. Initial tasks 

included the planning of wine trail weekends, the implementation of directional roads signs and design 

of a brochure with winery information and a map. Today (2017), the trail consists of 21 members 

including 12 Corners, Baroda Founders Wine Cellar, Cody Kresta Vineyard and Winery, Cogdal Vineyards, 

Contessa Wine Cellars, Dablon Winery, Domaine Berrien Cellars, Fenn Valley Vineyards & Cellars, Free 

Run Cellars, Gravity, Hickory Creek Winery, Karma Vista Vineyards & Winery, Lawton Ridge Winery, Lazy 

Ballerina Winery, Lemon Creek Winery, Round Barn Winery, St. Julian Winery, Tabor Hill Winery, 

Vineyard 2121, Warner Vineyards and White Pine Winery. Many of these wineries have a long history of 

wine making…long before the Lake Michigan Shore Wine Trail was established. 

In 2005 the Lake Michigan Shore Wine Trail became a marketing partner with the City of Bridgman to 

present an annual wine festival on beautiful Weko Beach. The event is held on the third Saturday of 

June. All of the LMSWT wineries participate to bring wine tasting to one location with great food and 

entertainment and a beach.  At the end of the evening we all raise our glasses and toast the sunset. 

 

  

Fact Sheet: The Lake Michigan Shore Wine Trail (miwinetrail.com) 

The Lake Michigan Shore Wine Trail is a collection and collaboration of 21 distinct wineries 

located in southwest Michigan.   The appellation and its proximity to Lake Michigan provide the 

wineries of the Lake Michigan Shore Wine Trail with the ideal climate for growing varietal and 

estate wine grapes, but is an untapped travel destination. Michigan wines are receiving 

increased national attention due to the recognition of their quality, and wines from Southwest 

Michigan are among the best the state has to offer.  Within the broader appellation lies the 

smaller Fennville appellation.  

The beachfront towns and the breathtaking sunsets add to the wine lovers’ experience. We 

collaborate with our friends to the north, when their seasons are shortened by weather.  The 

MiWineTrail brings the best harvest, wines and experiences as you enjoy award-winning 



Chardonnay, Riesling, Pinot Grigio, Pinot Noir, Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Gewurztraminer, and 

yes, ice wines.   

The Lake Michigan Shore Wine Appellation holds ninety percent (90%) of Michigan’s vineyards.  

This area is the historic cradle of Michigan’s viticulture with commercial vineyards dating back 

to 1867.  *Since the region is part of the great Fruit Belt that produces most of America’s grapes 

for juice and jelly production, most of the area’s vineyards are planted to labrusca varieties like 

Concord and Niagara. Thus, the Lake Michigan Shore AVA wine grape acreage only amounts to 

a small percentage of its total, even though this acreage still represents nearly half of 

Michigan’s total wine grape production. Of the wine grapes now planted, viniferavarieties are a 

rapidly expanding portion of the portfolio. The broad AVA boundaries - which include the 

smaller Fennville appellation - extend as far as 45 miles inland from the lakeshore, and are 

relatively uniform in climate and soils. The so called "Lake Effect" of Lake Michigan tempers the 

otherwise extreme northern climate. The characteristic soil and topography of the AVA results 

from a glacial moraine, with its slopes giving vineyards increased air-drainage to the lake, 

reducing the danger of frost settling on vines. This AVA has a warmer growing season, up to 

two or three weeks longer than northwestern Michigan. 

 

*Appellation America.com 

 

An easy drive from Chicago, Detroit, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio and right here in Michigan.  Spend your time 

experiencing the wine, the sunsets, the tranquil scenic views, rolling hill country, dunes and the vibrant  

beach towns.     

MIvines, MIwine, a history of award winning wines in southwest Michigan, MIwinetrail. 
 

## 

The Lake Michigan Shore Wine Trail is a not-for-profit organization that promotes the development of 
the outstanding wine producing and tourism industry in southwest Michigan. Its mission is to stimulate 
interest in wine in general and specifically the wines of the Lake Michigan Shore Wine Trail, and to assist 
local wineries in becoming industry leaders.  
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The Wineries of the Lake Michigan Shore Wine Trail 

 

 

  

www.12Corners.com 
 
 

 
 

www.founderswinecellar.com/ 
 
 
 

http://www.12corners.com/
http://www.founderswinecellar.com/


 
 

www.codykrestawinery.com/ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

www.cogdalvineyards.com/ 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.cogdalvineyards.com/


www.contessawinecellars.com 

 

 

www.Dablon.com 

 

 

www.DomaineBerrien.com 

 

 

www.FennValley.com 

 

 

http://www.contessawinecellars.com/
http://www.dablon.com/
http://www.domaineberrien.com/
http://www.fennvalley.com/


 

FreeRunCellars.com 

 

GravityWine.com 

 

HickoryCreekWinery.com 

 

 

KarmaVista.com 

 

 

LawtonRidgeWinery.com 

 

http://www.freeruncellars.com/
http://www.gravitywine.com/
http://www.hickorycreekwinery.com/


 

LazyBallerinaWinery.com 

 

 

LemonCreekWinery.com 

 

 

RoundBarnWinery.com 

 

  

Stjulian.com 



 

 

 

TaborHill.com 

 

 

Vineyard2121.com 

 

 

  

Warner.com 

 

 



 

whitepinewinery.com 

 


